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This study aims to uncover the persuasive rhetorical strategies in Arabic social and
political digital discourse, analyze their functions, and compare their application
between the two types of discourse. It employs a descriptive-analytical-comparative
approach, combining qualitative rhetorical analysis with quantitative descriptive content
analysis. The purposive sample consisted of forty genuine Arabic posts publicly
available on Facebook, published between January 1, 2025, and July 31, 2026. These
posts were equally distributed between social and political discourse and were
collected from the pages of BBC News Arabic, DW Arabic, and UNICEF Middle East
and North Africa. The results showed that framing and symbolism were the most
prevalent strategies, at 15%, followed by repetition and accumulation, juxtaposition
and juxtaposition, and causal and conditional argumentation, each at 12.5%. Rational
and rational-emotional appeals were also the most frequently used, at 25% each.
Social discourse tended more toward human storytelling, testimonies, and evoking
empathy, while political discourse focused on framing and causal and conditional
argumentation. However, these differences should be interpreted cautiously due to the
overlap between the type of discourse and the institutional source. The study
concludes that digital persuasion is shaped by the interaction of rhetorical,
argumentative, narrative, emotional, and institutional resources, and is not limited to
traditional imagery.
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